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Pastor's Page
For my mom and I, one of our favorite places to visit is the beach in my
hometown.  Let me take you there for a few minutes. 

From the front porch of my childhood home I can hear the big lake.  The
sound is coming from a good distance away, yet, when you close your
eyes, you can imagine it.  Just up the hill and down the sand dunes, in
constant motion, is the water.

Recently on a visit to Frankfort, Michigan, Mom and I were up early one
morning in search of a breakfast-to-go so we could enjoy it in the car with
a window seat by the lighthouse and water’s edge.  We picked up our
breakfast from the local A&W (that still has car hops) and drove through
the sleepy community.  It was early spring, and the tourists hadn’t arrived
yet.  It was a quiet morning.
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After we “cruised the gut” (a beloved phrase for driving through
downtown), we arrived at our window seat.  The view was perfect!  It was
away from the seasonal closed bathrooms and the others who tried to
take our reservation.  Over our meal we talked about family and faith – two
of our favorite topics.

Of course, we couldn’t leave our meal without a picture!  We have a bunch
of pictures of this view, but each one is different and unique.  It tells a
new story. 

Friends, for Mother’s day this year, I do give thanks as I always do for my
mom.  I give thanks for our common memories and the love that we have
for our great God!  I give thanks for the sacred times and the times where
we have been driven to pray because words failed.  As I think about my
mom and water, I think about that image of a new day, a new story, a
renewed opportunity. 

Our current sermon series (through Pentecost) is “Let Love Grow.”  We are
using the language of seeds and new life as we anticipate the work of
God.  I spent some time with Luke 8:4-15.  This is the passage of the
farmer sowing seeds and the different soils that he worked with.  Luke
8:11 summarizes this text for us:  the seed is God’s word.  You will hear
during this series the importance of planting seeds, doing the hard work to
nurture them and how to handle the anticipation that comes with waiting
for the fruits of your labor. 

Mom, over her life, has been a powerful example of this.  With all that she
has faced from mental illness to her physical health issues, the seeds of
faith have dug deep into her good soil and continue to produce new fruit
each and every day.  She is an example for people of faith to learn from. 

If you’re reading this Mom, Happy Mother’s Day! I love you!

I want to invite you all to join us for a new sermon series starting May 30.
This summer, we are going to the beach! SUMC is going to journey with
author Missy Buchanan and her book “Beach Calling.” There are some
special events planned for this series such as virtual field trips during
worship and a social media give away! We are also planning a
“conversation with the author” sometime in late July! I am thrilled for this
series, and hope you join me in making worship a priority this summer!
(AND spread the word about this special series!)

Blessings all!
Pastor Cathy

P.S. Attached is a picture of Mom and I and a few pictures of the same
lighthouse on different days. cont. on next page
The beauty of life is not how happy YOU are, but how happy others can be because of you.



Rev. Cathy Christman
Stoughton United Methodist Church

525 Lincoln Ave
Stoughton WI 53589

608-873-3273
Facebook
Pinterest

Email: office@stoughtonumc10.org
pastor@stoughtonumc10.org
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Sometimes I open my mouth and my mother comes out!

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
http://stoughtonumc10.org/


Covenant Lutheran currently houses the Clothing
Center and has learned that the center's coordinator is
stepping down from the position. The center has been
closed this past year and because of that, the few
volunteers that staffed it have also chosen not to
return. As chair of the church's Social Action
Committee, I have been tasked with researching
options for keeping the center open.

We at Covenant are happy to continue offering space
for the center. It's a valuable resource to many in the
community. Would you be interested in joining a group
of faithful individuals to re-open the center and
volunteer to keep it going?

Email me or call the number below.

Blessings,

Donna Tarpinian
Covenant Lutheran Church
608-669-7668
drtarpinian@gmail.com
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  Pencil
  Sheet of Paper 8 1/2 x 11
  Crayons or Colored Pencils
  Scissors
  Tape

PRAYING HANDS FOR MOTHER

An Activity for Children of All Ages
from Sara Leikness

 
SUPPLIES NEEDED:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

DIRECTIONS:

    1.  Fold the paper in half.
    2.  If you are right-handed: With the fold on the right, lay your left
hand on the fold with your fingers together.
    3.  If you are left-handed:  With the fold on the left, lay your right
hand on the fold with your fingers together.
    4.  Trace your hand with the pencil.
    5.  Tape the paper together so it won't move while you are cutting.
    6.  Cut out the hand with the paper folded.  DO NOT cut through the
fold by the thumb.
    7.  Open the hands and color the hands as you wish.  You can put
pictures on the hands also.
    8.  Write Happy Mother's Day on the front and write a note to your
mom on the inside.  Don't forget to sign your name.
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BOUNCE BACK TEAM
Greeting SUMC!

Your Bounce Back Team meets twice a month to stay up-to-date on the

latest COVID numbers.  I am getting regular questions about our return

to congregational worship in our Sanctuary.  Some of you have taken

advantage of our small group worship opportunity.  I wanted to share

with you a brief update on our work.

We meet on the first and third Sundays of the month.  You are always

welcome to attend.  We meet via zoom most weeks.  At our first meeting

in May, these questions are our guide:

1.  Should people sing in the sanctuary at this time?  If yes, what are the

parameters for that, given that it is still a high-risk indoor activity? 

 At a minimum,  should they always wear a mask?

2.  Is there a process to keep people from spending time in an area of

the sanctuary that has been used in the last 24-48 hours?

3.  Is there a time that anyone should be unmasked in the building?

cont. on next page
We learn from our mistakes.  So make as many as possible & you'll be a genius!
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4.  It has been proposed that we consider in-person sanctuary worship

on the first Sunday of July.  What parameters need to be in place for

that to happen for you personally?  

5.  If we started in-person worship and then had to cancel due to

rising numbers, what impact will that have on you personally?

As you can see, these are some tough, important questions to ask and

answer.  Our work is guided by Wesley's three simple rules:  

do no harm; 

do good;

stay in love with God.  

We work to listen to one another, to the science and to find what we

need for our faith.

As of this writing, we do not have any answers regarding in-person

worship in our sanctuary.  Our small group worship continues for

most of this month.  

We also have two parking lot worship services planned:  

May 2 and May 16!  

Please plan on joining us during these times.

Stay safe everyone.  Keep your hands washed.  Stay physically distant

from those outside your bubble.

Peace, 

Pastor Cathy 

For the SUMC Bounce Back Team

There is only one of each of us.  Does that make us endangered or a limited edition?



St Ann's Blood Drive 
Healy Hall 

Friday, May 21, 2021 
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

For an appointment call:
1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) 

or visit:
redcrossblood.org 

Stoughton Community 
Blood Drive 

Lake View Church 
Room 112 & 113 

2200 Lincoln Ave
Thursday, May 6, 2021 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

For an appointment call:
1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) 

or visit:
redcrossblood.org

Stoughton Community 
Blood Drive 

Stoughton Fire Department 
Tuesday, May 25, 2021 
11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

For an appointment call:
 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) 

or visit:
redcrossblood.org
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We should honor our veterans every day of the year, not just one or two!



POEMS 
SUBMITTED by SARA LEIKNESS

 
MAY

by Henry Sylvester Cornwell
 

Come walk with me along this willowed lane,
where, like lost coinage from some miser's store,

the golden dandelions more and more
glow, as the warm sun kisses them again!

for this is May! who with a daisy chain
leads on the laughing hours; for now is o'er

long winter's trance. no longer rise and roar
his forest-wrenching blasts. the hopeful swain,

along the furrow, sings behind his team;
loud pipes the redbreast-troubadour of spring,

and vocal all the morning copses right;
more blue the skies in lucent lakelets gleam;

and the glad earth, caressed by murmuring showers,
wakes like a bride, to deck herself with flowers!
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cont. on next page
Isn't it funny how red, white, & blue mean freedom, until they're flashing behind you?



MAY BASKETS
by Annette Wynne

 
In other lands 

the children bring
May baskets for the 

first of spring,
and hang them on 

a lady's door
to say that spring is here 

once more;
and when the lady comes to see

what all the sound 
outside may be,

she's glad; that's the way
the Swedish children

keep the May.
but we can do 

kind things and sing
and tell our way the joy of spring.
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A mother is one you can always call to check how long chicken can stay in the fridge.



BOOK STUDY
Our new book 

for May is:
 

Short Stories by Jesus
by

Amy-Jill Levine
$12.00

 
More info coming!

Please consider giving your tithes and offerings
digitally.  Visit our website:

 www.stoughtonumc10.org/giving 
to get connected.  You can also give through an app: 
 search for "giveplus+" in your play store today.  Search
by zip code (53589) and sign up if you haven't already.

 Thank you!
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OUR INFORMATION PAGE

Thanks to all the service heroes who sacrificed 
so much for our freedom.!



Our prayer chain is always active all year round and will
continue to be active!  For distribution to those on the SUMC
Prayer Chain email list, please send them to the email below: 

prayer@stoughtonumc10.org 

We are thankful and blessed to have so many faithful 
“pray-ers” at SUMC!

If you have a prayer request, please send it to the email
above for the Prayer Team to assist you.

We have a number of individuals
who have offered to deliver food,
pharmacy items, food pantry
items, etc. Please call the church
office: (873-3273), or Pastor Cathy 
(231-342-3728-cell or 
205-2214- home) for information. 
Please REACH OUT!  If you cannot
reach anyone, then call 211 - which
is a service of the United Way and
they will be able to connect you
with resources.

ALSO CDC:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2
019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-
factsheet.pdf

& UW HEALTH:
https://www.uwhealth.org/covid-
19/covid-19/53246
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NEED HELP?

Even if you are on the right track, you will get run over if you just sit there.

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
http://stoughtonumc10.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf
https://www.uwhealth.org/covid-19/covid-19/53246
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SUNDAY WORSHIP, 10am; AVAILABLE ON:
YouTube: 
www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC
Website: www.stoughtonumc10.org/videos
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StoughtonUMC
Previous Services:  https://wsto.tv/schedule, 
Spectrum Channel 981

WOW SERVICE:                                                       
Wed.,  5pm on YouTube                      
www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC               

BOOK STUDY:
9am
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/99105863048
      & 
6:30pm in entryway of SUMC

ALB:
4th Tues. on ZOOM, 6:30pm

BOUNCE BACK TEAM:
1st & 3rd Sun., 11:00am on ZOOM:
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/92675249898

OFFICE HOURS DURING COVID: 
Mon./Tues., 9am - 1:00pm

FOOD PANTRY DURING COVID:
Tues., 9am - Noon;   4pm - 6pm

SMALL WORSHIP GROUPS:
Tues. 12pm, Sanctuary
Thurs. 5:30pm, Sanctuary

Monthly Calendar

Who kept the faith and fought the fight; The glory theirs, the duty ours.

http://www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC
http://www.stoughtonumc10.org/videos
http://www.facebook.com/StoughtonUMC
https://wsto.tv/schedule
http://www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/99105863048
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/92675249898
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And wear your mask.

MASK REQUIRED
Effective on Monday, July 13,
2020 at 8:00 am, Public
Health Madison & Dane
County is issuing Emergency
Order #8, which requires that
everyone age 5 and older
wear a face covering or mask
when in any enclosed
building where other people,
except for members of the
person’s own household or
living unit, could be present.
This requirement applies to
all of Dane County. 

PUBLIC HEALTH MADISON 
& DANE COUNTY

Make sure you wear a mask
at all times while in our
SUMC building, to help
prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

Thank you for your
cooperation.

May can bring change of who you are and renewal of the thinking of the mind by the Spirit.



Persons who have a fever, 100 degrees
or higher, and/or other symptoms such
as cough, loss of taste/smell, etc. will not
be allowed to work at the church indoors
or outdoors.  Please check for the latest
on symptoms and other COVID care:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html
Wash hands for 20 seconds or more with
soap and dry with paper towel (or air dry
frequently.
Cough or sneeze into a tissue or elbow
as to limit the aerosol spread.
It's a must to clean, wipe down and
disinfect frequently touched surfaces
multiple times a day, such as computers,
work spaces, copy machine, kitchen
items, carts, table tops, pens, door
knobs, etc. 
Remain at least 6 feet from others at all
times.
Wear face coverings at all times when
indoors.  Masks outdoors are
recommended.
Single Use masks must be discarded
properly.  Fabric masks must be taken
home & laundered at home.
Weather permitting - all groups must
meet outside with COVID protocols in
place or virtually.  Pastor Cathy will
assist with arranging virtual meetings.
Office hours remain by appointment
only.
ALL PERSONS must sign in and out and
keep record of date/time/location of the
building used. Forms are available at the
front & back doors.
Worship will remain virtual at this time.  

PERSONAL HYGIENE POLICY 
& PROCEDURES

 

STOUGHTON UMC COVID RELATED
POLICIES FOR ALL INVOLVED WITH

THE LIFE OF SUMC-2020
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DIET:    DID - I - EAT- THAT?

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html


DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR 
JUNE'S NEWSLETTER:

5/15/21.
Please send to:

newsletter@stoughtonumc10.org 

Pam is in the office from 
9:00 - 1:00, 

Mon. & Tues., 
if you need to enter the
building & don't have a

key/code.
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Some days I really amaze myself.  The other days I've put my keys in the fridge!

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
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Not all who wander are lost. 
Some are just moms. In Target. 

Hiding from their kids!!

Be like a postage stamp. Stick to your plans until you get there. 

Some say nothing is impossible. 

But I do nothing every day! 

It takes seventeen muscles to
smile and forty-three to frown.
So what are you going to do?

Yup, there you are!

Sitting at yourcomputer!

MOM:  One who sacrifices her body,

sleep, eating hot  meals, social life,

peeing alone, patience, energy &

sanity, for LOVE!

May 5th

Procrastinate
NOW.
Don't 

put 
it 

off!!



DID YOU KNOW?
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MAY DAY
 

May Day is a May 1 celebration with a long and varied history, dating back
millennia. Throughout the years, there have been many different events
and festivities worldwide, most with the express purpose of welcoming in
a change of season (spring in the Northern Hemisphere). In the 19th
century, May Day took on a new meaning, as an International Workers’ Day
grew out of the 19th-century labor movement for worker’s rights and an
eight-hour workday in the United States.

The connection between May Day and labor rights began in the United
States. During the 19th century, at the height of the Industrial Revolution,
thousands of men, women and children were dying every year from poor
working conditions and long hours. In an attempt to end these inhumane
conditions, the Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions (which
would later become the American Federation of Labor, or AFL) held a
convention in Chicago in 1884. The FOTLU proclaimed “eight hours shall
constitute a legal day’s labor from and after May 1, 1886.”

The following year the Knights of Labor—then America’s largest labor
organization—backed the proclamation as both groups encouraged
workers to strike and demonstrate.
On May 1, 1886, more than 300,000 workers (40,000 in Chicago alone)
from 13,000 business walked out of their jobs across the country. In the
following days, more workers joined and the number of strikers grew to
almost 100,000.

Overall, the protests were peaceful, but that all changed on May 3 where
Chicago police and workers clashed at the McCormick Reaper Works. The
next day a rally was planned at Haymarket Square to protest the killing
and wounding of several workers by the police.
The speaker, August Spies, was winding down when a group of officers
arrived to disperse the crowd. As the police advanced, an individual who
was never identified threw a bomb into their ranks. Chaos ensued, and at
least seven police officers and eight civilians died as a result of the
violence that day.

(cont. on next page)

You can't go back & change the beginning. But you can start where you are and change the ending.

https://www.history.com/topics/industrial-revolution
https://www.history.com/topics/chicago
https://www.history.com/topics/knights-of-labor
https://www.history.com/news/remembering-the-haymarket-riot
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Overall, the protests were peaceful, but that all changed on May 3 where
Chicago police and workers clashed at the McCormick Reaper Works. The
next day a rally was planned at Haymarket Square to protest the killing
and wounding of several workers by the police.

The speaker, August Spies, was winding down when a group of officers
arrived to disperse the crowd. As the police advanced, an individual who
was never identified threw a bomb into their ranks. Chaos ensued, and at
least seven police officers and eight civilians died as a result of the
violence that day.

The Haymarket Riot, also known as the Haymarket Affair, set off a
national wave of repression. In August 1886, eight men labeled as
anarchists were convicted in a sensational and controversial trial despite
there being no solid evidence linking the defendants to the bombing. The
jury was considered to be biased, with ties to big business.

Seven of the convicted men received a death sentence, and the eighth
was sentenced to 15 years in prison. In the end, four of the men were
hanged, one committed suicide and the remaining three were pardoned
six years later.

A few years after the Haymarket Riot and subsequent trials shocked the
world, a newly formed coalition of socialist and labor parties in Europe
called for a demonstration to honor the “Haymarket Martyrs.” In 1890,
over 300,000 people protested at a May Day rally in London.
The workers’ history of May 1 was eventually embraced by many
governments worldwide, not just those with socialist or communist
influences.

Today, May Day is an official holiday in 66 countries and unofficially
celebrated in many more, but ironically it is rarely recognized in the
country where it began, the United States of America.

(https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/history-of-may-day)
 

MOTHER'S DAY
 

Celebrations of mothers and motherhood can be traced back to the
ancient Greeks and Romans, who held festivals in honor of the mother
goddesses Rhea and Cybele, but the clearest modern precedent for
Mother’s Day is the early Christian festival known as “Mothering Sunday.”
Once a major tradition in the United Kingdom and parts of Europe, this
celebration fell on the fourth Sunday in Lent and was originally seen as a
time when the faithful would return to their “mother church”—the main
church in the vicinity of their home—for a special service.

(cont. on next page)

The safest place to be and to cry is in a mother's arms.

https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece
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Over time the Mothering Sunday tradition shifted into a more secular
holiday, and children would present their mothers with flowers and other
tokens of appreciation. This custom eventually faded in popularity before
merging with the American Mother’s Day in the 1930s and 1940s.

The origins of Mother’s Day as celebrated in the United States date back
to the 19th century. In the years before the Civil War, Ann Reeves Jarvis
of West Virginia helped start “Mothers’ Day Work Clubs” to teach local
women how to properly care for their children.

These clubs later became a unifying force in a region of the country still
divided over the Civil War. In 1868 Jarvis organized “Mothers’ Friendship
Day,” at which mothers gathered with former Union and Confederate
soldiers to promote reconciliation.

Another precursor to Mother’s Day came from the abolitionist and
suffragette Julia Ward Howe. In 1870 Howe wrote the “Mother’s Day
Proclamation,” a call to action that asked mothers to unite in promoting
world peace. In 1873 Howe campaigned for a “Mother’s Peace Day” to be
celebrated every June 2.

Other early Mother’s Day pioneers include Juliet Calhoun Blakely, a
temperance activist who inspired a local Mother’s Day in Albion,
Michigan, in the 1870s. The duo of Mary Towles Sasseen and Frank
Hering, meanwhile, both worked to organize a Mothers’ Day in the late
19th and early 20th centuries. Some have even called Hering “the father
of Mothers’ Day.”

The official Mother’s Day holiday arose in the 1900s as a result of the
efforts of Anna Jarvis, daughter of Ann Reeves Jarvis. Following her
mother’s 1905 death, Anna Jarvis conceived of Mother’s Day as a way of
honoring the sacrifices mothers made for their children.

After gaining financial backing from a Philadelphia department store
owner named John Wanamaker, in May 1908 she organized the first
official Mother’s Day celebration at a Methodist church in Grafton, West
Virginia. That same day also saw thousands of people attend a Mother’s
Day event at one of Wanamaker’s retail stores in Philadelphia.

Following the success of her first Mother’s Day, Jarvis—who remained
unmarried and childless her whole life—resolved to see her holiday added
to the national calendar. Arguing that American holidays were biased
toward male achievements, she started a massive letter writing
campaign to newspapers and prominent politicians urging the adoption of
a special day honoring motherhood.

(cont. on next page)

http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/west-virginia
http://www.biography.com/people/julia-ward-howe-9345293
http://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/womans-christian-temperance-union
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/michigan
http://www.biography.com/news/anna-jarvis-mother-of-modern-mothers-day-20826125
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/virginia
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By 1912 many states, towns and churches had adopted Mother’s Day as
an annual holiday, and Jarvis had established the Mother’s Day
International Association to help promote her cause. Her persistence paid
off in 1914 when President Woodrow Wilson signed a measure officially
establishing the second Sunday in May as Mother’s Day.

Anna Jarvis had originally conceived of Mother’s Day as a day of personal
celebration between mothers and families. Her version of the day
involved wearing a white carnation as a badge and visiting one’s mother
or attending church services. But once Mother’s Day became a national
holiday, it was not long before florists, card companies and other
merchants capitalized on its popularity.

While Jarvis had initially worked with the floral industry to help raise
Mother’s Day’s profile, by 1920 she had become disgusted with how the
holiday had been commercialized. She outwardly denounced the
transformation and urged people to stop buying Mother’s Day flowers,
cards and candies.

Jarvis eventually resorted to an open campaign against Mother’s Day
profiteers, speaking out against confectioners, florists and even charities.
She also launched countless lawsuits against groups that had used the
name “Mother’s Day,” eventually spending most of her personal wealth in
legal fees. By the time of her death in 1948 Jarvis had disowned the
holiday altogether, and even actively lobbied the government to see it
removed from the American calendar.

While versions of Mother’s Day are celebrated worldwide, traditions vary
depending on the country.

 

 (https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/mothers-day)

MEMORIAL DAY
 

Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of
May, honoring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S.
military.

The Civil War, which ended in the spring of 1865, claimed more lives than
any conflict in U.S. history and required the establishment of the
country’s first national cemeteries.

By the late 1860s, Americans in various towns and cities had begun
holding springtime tributes to these countless fallen soldiers, decorating
their graves with flowers and reciting prayers.

(cont. on next page)

https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/woodrow-wilson
http://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/american-civil-war-history
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It is unclear where exactly this tradition originated; numerous different
communities may have independently initiated the memorial gatherings.
And some records show that one of the earliest Memorial Day
commemoration was organized by a group of freed slaves in Charleston,
South Carolina less than a month after the Confederacy surrendered in
1865. Nevertheless, in 1966 the federal government declared Waterloo,
New York, the official birthplace of Memorial Day.

Waterloo—which first celebrated the day on May 5, 1866—was chosen
because it hosted an annual, community-wide event, during which
businesses closed and residents decorated the graves of soldiers with
flowers and flags.

On May 5, 1868, General John A. Logan, leader of an organization for
Northern Civil War veterans, called for a nationwide day of remembrance
later that month. “The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of
strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades
who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and whose
bodies now lie in almost every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the
land,” he proclaimed.

The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen because it wasn’t
the anniversary of any particular battle.  On the first Decoration Day,
General James Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery,
and 5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000 Civil War
soldiers buried there.

Many Northern states held similar commemorative events and reprised
the tradition in subsequent years; by 1890 each one had made Decoration
Day an official state holiday. Southern states, on the other hand,
continued to honor their dead on separate days until after World War I.

Confederate Memorial Day is still celebrated in several states and will be
on Sunday, April 26, 2020 in Florida; on Monday, April 27, 2020 in
Alabama, Georgia and Mississippi and on May 11, 2020, in parts of South
Carolina. The practice of commemorating the Confederacy became even
more controversial after massacre at Emanuel AME Church in Charleston
in 2015.

Memorial Day, as Decoration Day gradually came to be known, originally
honored only those lost while fighting in the Civil War.

(cont. on next page)

God doesn't look at how much we do, but with how much love we do it.

https://www.history.com/news/memorial-day-civil-war-slavery-charleston
https://www.history.com/topics/american-civil-war/confederate-states-of-america
https://www.history.com/topics/us-states/new-york
http://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history/pictures/memorial-day/birthplace-of-memorial-day
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/civil-war-dead-honored-on-decoration-day
http://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/james-a-garfield
http://www.history.com/news/arlington-national-cemetery-8-surprising-facts
https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i
https://www.history.com/news/charleston-church-shooting-memorial


 
But during World War I the United States found itself embroiled in another
major conflict, and the holiday evolved to commemorate American
military personnel who died in all wars, including World War II, The
Vietnam War, The Korean War and the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

For decades, Memorial Day continued to be observed on May 30, the date
Logan had selected for the first Decoration Day. But in 1968 Congress
passed the Uniform Monday Holiday Act, which established Memorial Day
as the last Monday in May in order to create a three-day weekend for
federal employees; the change went into effect in 1971. The same law
also declared Memorial Day a federal holiday.

Cities and towns across the United States host Memorial Day parades
each year, often incorporating military personnel and members of
veterans’ organizations. Some of the largest parades take place in
Chicago, New York and Washington, D.C.

Americans also observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries and
memorials. Some people wear a red poppy in remembrance of those fallen
in war—a tradition that began with a World War I poem. On a less somber
note, many people take weekend trips or throw parties and barbecues on
the holiday, perhaps because Memorial Day weekend—the long weekend
comprising the Saturday and Sunday before Memorial Day and Memorial
Day itself—unofficially marks the beginning of summer.

(https://www.history.com/topics/holidays/memorial-day-history)
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NOW 
YOU 

KNOW!

HAPPY: 
MAY DAY

CINCO DE MAYO
MOTHER'S DAY
MEMORIAL DAY

Who needs superheroes, when there are moms!
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