
COMMUNION SUNDAY, 6/7/2020 
10 a.m. 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTION TO OFFERING 
                                                                        Rev. Cathy Christman 

1.  Welcome, introduce, theme of worship 
2.  No Virtual Coffee Hour – summer break. 
3.  Communion Today:  Have bread and juice/wine ready for 

worship this morning 
4.  Offering:  www.stoughtonumc10.org/giving 

 

PRELUDE                  Make Me a Channel of Your Peace  

                                                                               Deb Verdegan, Piano 
 

CENTERING WORDS AND OPENING PRAYER                Peg Sharpe 
                                                          Adapted from Ministry Matters.com 
It has been another tough week.  It has been a week of chaos from 
peaceful protests to looters to political maneuvering that has hurt more 
than helped.  While there have been glimpses of the best of humanity 
each morning as cleanup began from the looters the night before and 
as we hear calls for justice from clergy who believe that the Bible is 
more than a prop, we recognize we have some work to do.    
 

As we begin our time of worship this day, we confess that we have not 
always acted in just ways nor sought justice for our friends and 
neighbors. We have found it easy to turn our backs on problems rather 
than seeking to be a solution to them. We have heard of the many 
ways in which God has demonstrated peace with justice through the 
ministries of Christ, yet we have given only sporadic attention to them. 
In this time of worship, may we seek forgiveness.  May we begin to 
heal our selfishness and brokenness. May we be inspired to witness to 
God’s great love as shown to us in Jesus Christ.  
 

Let us hold onto this good news:  Christ died for us that we might have 
life. We are called to give our lives to ministries of justice. God is with 
us in this and all righteous endeavors.  
 

Let us pray.  Merciful and Just God, we gather here this morning, each 
of us with many concerns on our hearts. Our hearts are concerned with 
systems of injustice which strip people of their dignity and their very 
lives. Help us to be those who would seek peace with justice, who 
would fight for those who are oppressed, offer voices for the voiceless 
and dignity for all humankind. Be with us this day and guide our steps 
toward a more just world in your name. Amen. 
 

Please join in singing our opening song today. 
The lyrics should be on your screen. 

 

SONG                             Stand By Me           Deb Verdegan, Piano                                                                               
                                     Julie Serstad & Rev. Cathy Christman, vocalists 
                                                                       

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 Social and Political Unrest 
 Justice for those who cause oppression 
 Education for those who hunger for something more 
 Answers for those who seeking hope 
 Rest for those who just need to be carried now 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING             2 Corinthians 13:1-13        Peg Sharpe 
This will be my third visit to you. “Every matter must be established by 
the testimony of two or three witnesses” I already gave you a warning 
when I was with you the second time. I now repeat it while absent: On 
my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the others, 
since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He 
is not weak in dealing with you but is powerful among you.  For to be 
sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet he lives by God’s power. 
Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him 
in our dealing with you. 
 

Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of 
course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will discover that we have 
not failed the test.  Now we pray to God that you will not do anything 
wrong—not so that people will see that we have stood the test but so 
that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have 
failed.  For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the 
truth.  We are glad whenever we are weak but you are strong; and our 
prayer is that you may be fully restored.  This is why I write these things 
when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my 
use of authority—the authority the Lord gave me for building you up, 
not for tearing you down. 
 

Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, 
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of 
love and peace will be with you. 
 

(cont. on back page) 



Greet one another with a holy kiss. All God’s people here send their 
greetings. 
 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Ways to Say Hello    Rev. Cathy Christman 
 

SERMON:                                                             Rev. Cathy Christman                                                                                           
 

MINISTRY MOMENT: Communion 
Liturgy adapted from:  https://lifeinthelabyrinth.com 

Please have bread and juice/wine prepared. 
 

Communion liturgy is on a separate sheet. 
 
CLOSING SONG                 We Shall Overcome    
                                    Julie Serstad & Rev. Cathy Christman , vocalists   
                                     

SENDING FORTH 
 

POSTLUDE              They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love 

                                                                          Deb Verdegan, keyboard                                                   
 

THANK YOU TO OUR READERS, VOCALISTS AND DEB 
VERDEGAN FOR THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE SERVICE 
TODAY. 
 

The service today was recorded at: 
Peg & Dave Sharpe’s residence. 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pam Mickelson, Administrative Assistant 

Lidige Hashani, Custodian 

 
FACILITIES TEAM WORK DAY  

The facilities team is hosting a work day on  
Saturday June 13, 8am-?.  

Work will be outdoors. Participants need to bring:  
gloves, shovels, masks for physical distancing.  

Work will be done around the parking lot  
and the labyrinth. Questions? email: 
facilitiesteam@stoughtonumc10.org 
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INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
DAVE:  Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 

where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 

 

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as 
to console, to be understood as to understand, to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are 
pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF BLESSING 
CATHY:  God of Life, you shared your peace with us when you 
gathered and formed us from the dust of the ground and breathed the 
breath of life into us. But life with you was not enough for us. Even in 
our rebellion, you clothe us and provide a way in the world. We are 
thankful that you continue to seek us, even in our wandering ways. 
 
DAVE:  Jesus, Prince of Peace, you separated us from our sin in a way 
we never could – in a way we never can. You were a vessel of peace in 
a world that did not welcome you. But you persevered in love in the 
face of hatred. You taught us that forgiveness is possible even in the 
midst of extreme suffering. We are thankful that you continue to love 
us, even in our unrepentant ways. 
 
CATHY:  Holy Spirit, you hold peace within us despite our 
circumstances. You tend to the deepest parts of our inmost being, 
nurturing peace so that it may grow. You lead us in paths of 
righteousness, showing us the way to bear love to the world. When 
hatred speaks its convincing lies, you show us the truth. We are 
thankful that you continue to sanctify us, even in our careworn ways. 
 
DAVE:  So that we may become instruments of peace, able to sow love 
so that hatred does not take root, we pray, Holy Spirit, that you would 
move in our sacred spaces today. May our meager offering of bread 
and cup become our communion with the Triune God and one another. 
May peace and love abound in us and through us.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

CATHY:  In the face of betrayal and impending death, Jesus ate one 
final meal with his disciples. As he did so, he broke the bread, gave 
thanks for it, and then offered it to each one there, saying: Take. Eat. 
This is my body broken for you. 

 
DAVE:  Likewise, he took the cup and gave thanks for it. Then offering 
it to his disciples, he said: Take. Drink. This is my blood shed for you. 
 
CATHY:  The broken body and the shed blood are a continuation of 
God’s covenant of peace with us. They are also the signs of a new 
covenant – a covenant where love is the rule, and hatred can be 
overcome.  Every time we share this meal, wherever we are, we 
proclaim the triumph of peace and love until the day when hatred is 
gone forever. 
 
THE FEAST OF PEACE 
All are welcome. All has been prepared. Come and eat as we share in 
the peace of God.  You can partake of your meal in a couple of 
ways.  Dip your bread into the cup, and taste.  You can also eat your 
bread and drink from the cup.  Whatever you do, know that this meal is 
a meal of hope, symbols of life in the midst of brokenness, and a 
reminder of the eternal promise of love from Jesus Christ. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
CATHY:  Holy God, the bread and the cup remind us how good you 
are. You nourish us in our journey of faith, reminding us that you are 
always with us. As we journey through this life, help us to hear your 
call.   
 
DAVE:  Lord, make us instruments of your peace. 
 
CATHY:  As we receive your peace, may we see where we can share it 
with others. Guide us in our words and actions. 
 
DAVE:  Where there is hatred, let us sow love. 
 
CATHY:  We give you thanks for who you are and the blessing of being 
called your people.  Amen. 
 

 


