
SUNDAY, 10/24/21 
10:00 a.m. 

  

PRELUDE               I Love to Tell the Story           Deb Verdegan, Piano                                                                             
 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & INVITATION TO OFFERING  
                                                                                              Ken Chritton 
 

INTROIT          Just a Closer Walk with Thee        Deb Verdegan, Piano 
                 

CENTERING WORDS AND OPENING PRAYER 
L:  As we race along the path of life, much of life’s meaning remains 
obscured or hidden.  Sometimes we move forward, sometimes we 
retrace our steps, sometimes we must stop and catch our breath, 
sometimes we just get spun around.  We are often buffeted by the 
winds of uncertainty and conflicts.  How do we retain our balance?  
How do we find our way? 
 

Consider using the Methodist quadrilateral as a guide to maintain 
balance.  Consider the four supporting pillars of the quadrilateral:  
Scripture (the Word of God discovered through the Bible), Tradition (the 
wisdom of Christians over time and across the world), Experience (as 
reflected in our heart) and Reason (use our God-given brains to seek 
solutions).  As we listen to the music and words of today’s service, 
consider how these four pillars of Methodism can bring balance to your 
life.  You may find that the things for which you search are right in front 
of you. 
 

Let us pray: 
 

Dear loving and merciful God, the world puts many obstacles all around 
us as we make our way through life.  We even create many of these 
obstacles ourselves.  Lord of Mercy, we have gathered together, in 
person and from our homes, to hear your words of comfort and 
guidance.  Give us the wisdom to carry these words into our lives as we 
continue to seek the balance of life as you envisioned for us. Amen. 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

PRAYER SONG          Be Thou My Vision            Deb Verdegan, Piano                                                                               
                                                                             

PASTORAL PRAYER 
                                           

LORD’S PRAYER                                                  
ALL:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                  Hebrews 12:1-3  
L: Today’s Scripture reading is from Hebrews 12:1-3.  Leading into this 
chapter, the author has asked his readers to recall some of the great 
individuals of the Old Testament (Noah, Joseph, Moses, Rahab), and 
has described how these otherwise ordinary people were inspired by 
faith to perform great actions.  The author goes on to say that this 
“great cloud of witnesses” watches over us, and suggests that we can 
also achieve great things if we have faith in Jesus.  
 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out 
for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfector of faith. For 
the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and 
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary 
and lose heart.” 
 

Thank God for these words.  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC           You Are My All in All                      Choir - 2018 
 

MESSAGE                             My Journey                            Ken Chritton 
 

MINISTRY MOMENT      Balance During the Race             Ken Chritton 
 

REFLECTION VIDEO      “My Story” – Big Daddy Weave      
 

BENEDICTION                                                                     Ken Chritton 
As you move forward from this place, running the race that is your life, 
fix your eyes on Jesus and let your faith in him guide you.  But as you 
run your race, maintain your balance with reason, with the wisdom of 
your experiences and with the words and traditions of your faith.   
Above all, take joy in the tremendous gift that is your life.  Amen.  
 

POSTLUDE             Rejoice, the Lord is King        Deb Verdegan, Piano 
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DEB VERDEGAN AS MUSIC DIRECTOR FOR THEIR 

PARTICIPATION IN THE SERVICE TODAY. 
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