
SUMC Bounce Back Team Congregation Update 

July 6, 2020 

Dear Stoughton UMC family and friends, 

Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who 

are members of my family, you did it to me.” –Matthew 25:40  

None of us could have predicted when the Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic 

reached Wisconsin in March that nearly four months later, we would still not 

be able to safely gather in our church buildings for in-person worship. Through 

the weeks of the “Safer at Home” order and now the phased reopening of our communities and 

state, we have continued to be the Church as the body of Christ and found creative ways to 

continue to serve God and our neighbors and to worship together.  

From the beginning, the church staff/volunteers and leadership have been working hard at our 

best practices for COVID.  We have been physically distant, wore our masks, and have gone 

through bottles of cleaner and sanitizer.  We are trying our best to follow the safety guidelines 

given by our conference and health professionals. 

This virus has affected a lot in our church life.  The COVID crisis continues to be a very fluid 

situation.  Numbers of cases in our county continue to rise.  We announced 6 weeks ago, that 

we wanted to try an outdoor worship service with COVID restrictions in place.  Last week, Dane 

County announced that we were phasing back on some of our gathering numbers due to the 

rising cases of COVID.  Church/Worship remains a high risk event/experience. 

With this change in restrictions, we are recommending that we postpone our “incarnational” 

worship on Sunday July 12 at 8am.  While we felt that we could safely gather in small numbers, 

we would feel awful if we had to turn someone away from a worship experience.  We would 

like to try for an outdoor service on Sunday August 2 at 8am.  This is scheduled to be a 

Communion Sunday.  Our COVID restrictions/expectations are listed at the end of this letter.  

More may be added at any time. 

Thank you to all of you who recently filled out our survey.  Your results revealed: 

- 8am worship is early for many 

- COVID is a concern and guides your decisions 

- You are missing worship in our sanctuary 

Some good news!  We are recommending a shift to “live” worship twice a month in our 

Sanctuary.  Our worship leadership is on board.  Be sure to ‘tune’ in on our You Tube channel 

and website Sundays at 10am on the first and third Sundays of the month starting July 19.  On 

our other Sundays, the plan is to continue worship from our community! 



We will continue to monitor the spread of the virus. We meet on Sunday nights, 7pm over 

zoom to check in with the latest numbers and recommendations.  All are welcomed to join us 

anytime.  The link to the zoom call goes out in our Sunday morning email. 

Reach out to us.  Join us for our meetings Sunday nights.  Let us know what questions you have.  

As always, our utmost concern is for the spiritual, physical and emotional health and well being 

of everyone and will therefore continue to follow best practices as they continue to evolve for 

everyones safety. 

Peace, 

Rev. Cathy Christman, pastor@stoughtonumc10.org 

Lori Olson, Food Pantry Representative 

Dottie Petersen, Health Professional 

Ricky Howland, Facilities Team Representative 

Deb Verdegan, Church Staff 

Pam and Russ Dunkel, Church Member and Health Professional 

Kelly Howland, Health Professional 

 

COVID Restrictions for In-person Worship: 

(list may be changed at anytime) 

- No singing by congregation or worship leadership.  There will be 

no responsive readings/prayers (only silent prayers).   

- Masks required for worship attendance.  Please bring a mask from 

home.  Disposable masks are available if needed. 

- Worship leaders will not share microphones, and practice physical 

distancing of 6ft (2 arms length away).  When physical distancing 

is not possible, worship leaders will wear masks. 

- Communion elements will need to be brought from home. 

- Congregation members will sit within the boundaries of their 

parking spaces. 


