
SUNDAY, 7/12/2020 
10 a.m. 

 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 

PRELUDE                Hymn of Promise            Deb Verdegan, Keyboard 
 

CENTERING WORDS AND OPENING PRAYER 
                                                          Adapted from Ministry Matters.com 
                                                                                  
In sports, the term “home field advantage” implies that the home team 
wins more than the visiting team – because they know the turf.  They 
practice at that field.  It’s the home of their fans.   
 

During this health crisis, we haven’t seen our “home field” in 
months.  Even though video clips have been shown, and some services 
recorded there, it is still not the same as being in our pews, among the 
sacred spaces of our church building.  The irony of this as we prepare 
for our service today – as Christians, the home field advantage belongs 
to us.  We are called created and loved as we are sent into the world to 
share the Gospel.  John Wesley said, “the world is our 
Parish.”  Whether it is a literal sharing of the Gospel where we are, or 
nurturing the soil that is our spirit, we have some work ahead of us. 
 

As we prepare for worship today, we come now with so many things on 
our hearts and minds. Some of the events of recent have been very 
positive and have caused us to celebrate; but we are constantly 
besieged by worries, doubts and fears. These negative things crowd 
out God’s Word and we become like the useless soil, unable to receive 
and grow.  
 

During this time of worship, may we slow down.  May we receive God’s 
love on us because we really hunger and thirst for it.  In this time of 
worship, with our home field advantage, may we feel the scatter again 
of the seeds of peace, love, hope and joy so that we may be better 
disciples for God in this world which is in so much pain.  
 

God who plants seeds of hope and justice within our lives, we are so 
grateful for this community of faith and for all, anywhere, who hunger 
and thirst for your healing, reconciling word. You know all the things 
that are on our hearts today and you bring us together in love and 
support. As we worship, be with each one of us, on our home 
fields.  Help us to reach out to each other and cheer one another on, 
nurturing the seeds of faith you have planted.  Amen. 
 

Please join in singing our opening song today.  
The lyrics should be on your screen. 

 

SONG                Step by Step                                Deb Verdegan, Piano   
                                  Rev. Cathy Christman & Deb Verdegan, Vocalists                         

PASTORAL PRAYER                                            
 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory 
forever. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READING         
Isaiah 55:10-13 
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to 
it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it 
yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that 
goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty, but will 
accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent 
it.   You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and 
hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap 
their hands.  Instead of the thorn bush will grow the juniper, and instead 
of briers the myrtle will grow. This will be for the LORD’s renown, for an 
everlasting sign, that will endure forever.”      
 

Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23      
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such 
large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, 
while all the people stood on the shore. Then he told them many things 
in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was 
scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and 
ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 
sprang up quickly because the soil was shallow. But when the sun 
came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they 
had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 
the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—
a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let 
them hear.” 
 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone 
hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This 
is the seed sown along the path. The seed falling on rocky ground 
refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with 
joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When 
trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall 
away. The seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears  

 
(continued on back page) 



the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth 
choke the word, making it unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil 
refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the 
one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown.”                 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                 
                                                                               
 

SERMON            Home Field Advantage              Rev. Cathy Christman 
 

MINISTRY MOMENT:  The World is My Parish                
                                                                               
       

                    Please join in singing our closing song today.  
The lyrics should be on your screen. 

 

CLOSING SONG             You Are the Seed          Deb Verdegan, Piano            
                                  Rev. Cathy Christman & Deb Verdegan, Vocalists                                                   
 

SENDING FORTH                                                  
As you have received the seeds of faith and hope; go now into God’s 
world with confidence and joy.  Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE         This Little Light of Mine         Deb Verdegan, Keyboard 
 

THANK YOU TO TOM & LORI OLSON AS LITURGISTS, OUR 

VOCALISTS, AND DEB VERDEGAN AS MUSIC DIRECTOR FOR 

THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE SERVICE TODAY. 
 

The service today was recorded at Tom & Lori Olson’s home. 
 

CHURCH STAFF 

Pam Mickelson, Administrative Assistant 

Lidije Hashani, Custodian 
 
 

Like us on Facebook 

Follow us on Pinterest 

E-mail:  office@stoughtonumc10.org 

pastor@stoughtonumc10.org 

Website: www.stoughtonumc10.org 

All services can be viewed on YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCR4nW9246ErVgBo_3v917_w 
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