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Pastor's Page
Recently, I was looking back at our youtube videos from our worship
services in the couple of weeks leading up to the COVID shut down. 
 We were aware of COVID the first week of March, and encouraged
people to use hand sanitizer before coming up for Communion that
Sunday.  The second and third Sundays of the month, we asked our
more vulnerable population to stay home and participate in worship
from the comforts of the couch.  The last Sunday of the month we
began leading worship with a minimal crew.  

In the last year, things have changed a lot for us all.  We don't leave
home without our masks and hand sanitizer (in addition to our keys,
wallets and cell phones).  We rely on video chats to see family,
doctors, and to participate in civic duties such as the school board
and city council meetings.  Hybrid models of learning are taking
place not only in our schools but also in our churches for our
Christian education.  New value has been placed on the arts in our
lives.  Virtual choirs have helped keep the music alive.  Jobs look
different or non-existent.  



Pastor Cathy
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Rev. Cathy Christman
Stoughton United Methodist Church

525 Lincoln Ave
Stoughton WI 53589

608-873-3273
Facebook; Pinterest

Email: office@stoughtonumc10.org
pastor@stoughtonumc10.org

In the last year, we have witnessed the best and the worst of
humanity.  Racial justice is a part of our everyday language
now.  Political divides have created major rifts in families,
communities and our country.  People have followed the
rules and have broken them.  People have protested
violently and safely.  People have fed the hungry and clothed
the naked.  People have questioned science and even God's
will.

Hear these words loud and clear this day!  "Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday and today and forever."  From Hebrews 13:8,
this is one verse in a greater sermon that proclaims that
Christ is our Lord and Savior.  It is a sermon that proclaims
that Jesus is the one that God sent to save us from chaos,
hurt and stress.  It is part of a greater message that through
the death of Jesus, we are free from the guilt of sin and can
stand before God confident and assured that we are
recipients of grace.  (I encourage you to take some time to
read the entire book of Hebrews this month.)

As we look forward this month not only to Easter, but the
continued good news of the COVID vaccine (and not to
mention warmer weather), may we remember this past year
for the treasures of our faith that have been revealed.  May
we remember this past year, name the weight of grief and
anger, but see light that is calling us ahead!  Remember, we
are resurrection people, but in order to get there - we need
to face the cross with Jesus.  

Peace,
Pastor Cathy

Lent is a time for discipline, soul-searching and honesty.

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
http://stoughtonumc10.org/
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I hope to see you on Thursdays for our new book study classes.  The
zoom link and details are below.  No need to read the book ahead of
time.  We will read the book together for the first part of our class.
Contact me if you would like a book: pastor@stoughtonumc10.org.

Morning Class:
Stoughton UMC is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Blessed Are the Crazy, by Sarah Griffith Lund
 

      Time:  9:00 AM Central Time 
(US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://umcom.zoom.us/j/99105863048
Meeting ID: 991 0586 3048

Call In:  1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
 

Evening Class:  Meets at 6:30pm, in the entryway of SUMC 
with COVID care.    

Think I need a 2nd job.  I just have way too much month at the end of my money!

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/99105863048
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(cont. on next page)

LENT & TREASURE HUNT
LENTEN REMINDERS:

- Wednesdays during Lent – we will debut a brief devotion each
night at 5pm.  The devotion might include a clue to your treasure
hunt!
- For Holy Week, starting Sunday March 28, we will have a
special gift package for you.  More details to come on this.

I know we long for the days when we will be able to worship
together in person.  I pray that you are taking this time apart to
give thanks for the treasures in your life:  faith, family, home.  I
pray that you are able to find a peace that passes all
understanding in and with our Jesus.

I want to invite you to a special Lenten Offering Challenge.  One
of the treasures we celebrate is our church!  As you journey this
season, I ask you to consider a special Lenten gift.  Each day
during Lent, please set aside your spare change/dollars, and let
them build up through Easter Sunday.  As your financial
treasures build up, consider submitting your gifts to the church
via check or Vanco. 

As of this writing, we have $1900 towards our goal!

I would love to see us reach a goal of $5,000 with this special
offering.  These gifts will go towards our General Fund so that
we might always be a treasure for our community!  Please mark
your gift:  “Lenten Offering Challenge.”  

The following pages are a presentation of what is coming in a
special mailing next week which you will be using for our
special Treasure Hunt.

In Ministry With You,

 Pastor Cathy

3 Elements of Lent:  prayer, giving something up and giving something back.
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(cont. on next page)

LENT & TREASURE HUNT

Never iron a 4-leaf clover. You don't want to press your luck!



Page 6

(cont. on next page)

LENT & TREASURE HUNT

One thing about March, you never know when that FREE lawn chair will fly by!
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LENT & TREASURE HUNT

March 4th.  The only day that is also a sentence!
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In this article, I am going to discuss our church’s financial journey
over the last few years, where this journey has brought us and what
the future could be.

IT HAS BEEN A CHALLENGING JOURNEY
Several years ago, this was a thriving Ministry with hundreds of
members. In fact, this congregation was able to build a new church
building -- the one that we now use. However, certain events caused
our church to fracture, and membership fell to a fraction of what it
had been. This resulted in a significant reduction in donations to the
church, and made it a constant challenge simply to keep the lights
on.

One of the unfortunate consequences of this dramatic reduction in
membership (and associated donations) is that many regular
maintenance items and scheduled physical plant replacements
could not be addressed. This included a leaky roof, old heating and
cooling units, damaged floors and crumbling parking areas. 

Through extraordinarily hard work and gifted ministerial leadership,
as well as the strong faith of those who remained, the membership
of this church has slowly but steadily increased.  With the dedication
of our relatively small congregation, in 2018 we were able to address
the most pressing of these needs, the leaking roof and two of the
five furnaces, with an extraordinary Capital campaign.  Then, in the
spring of 2020, we were able to replace a crumbling parking lot, one
more furnace and the worn-out fellowship hall flooring.

cont. on next page
True intimacy with God always brings humility.
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We were able to do all of this AND keep the lights on.  Even though
we lived through it, it is important to remember the many financial
challenges we faced in 2020.  With the lack of in-person services, our
regular donations fell considerably.  Many in our congregation faced
personal financial hardships, reducing their ability to give.  Most of
our regular fundraisers had to be cancelled.
 

At the same time that the church’s usual sources of income fell
considerably, new and unexpected expenses arose.  Updated
computer equipment was needed to support the growing on-line
ministry. New audio and visual equipment was needed in order to
expand on-line services.  Special supplies were needed to link our
home-bound congregation to the on-going messages of the church.
 

It would have been easy to be overwhelmed by the loss of income
and the increasing expenses.  However, this church did what it has
so often done:  work hard to find solutions.  We found many ways to
cut expenses.  We found new ways to raise money.  We dug deep and
found the ways to pay our bills.  
 

As a result, we broke even financially for 2020.

WE CAN NOW INVEST IN THE FUTURE
 

We have fixed most of the critical things afflicting our physical
church. We have found ways to balance our expenses and income to
meet the ongoing missions of our church.  Now we have the
opportunity to invest in programs and missions that will allow our
church to thrive in the years to come.
 

One program you will hear about soon is the Young Disciples
Ministry.  By providing a Ministry specifically targeted at the
children and youth of our community, we can meet a significant
need in our community with tools that have been missing from our
church.  Through this Ministry, we would have the opportunity to
reach out to families with children in ways we have not been able to
do before.  This Ministry would also provide opportunities to connect
to young people who may need spiritual support that is otherwise
missing in their lives.  This Ministry could also provide vital
connections between our aging congregation
and the vitality of youth. cont. on next page
Crossing a 4-leaf clover with poison ivy will bring a "rash" of good luck!
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Supporting this Ministry will not come cheaply.  However, this would
be a significant investment in our church’s future and its vitality.  
 
If you have additional questions about our finances or have any
suggestions for future articles about financial matters, please
contact me at treasurer@StoughtonUMC10.org.

Setting up regular automatic transfers from your bank to the church
is the most effective way to invest in our church's financial future.
Currently, there are two ways to do this. We subscribe to a service
called Vanco, which operates like PayPal or similar services. This can
make it very convenient for some individuals who want to “set it
and forget it”. 

The downside is that each transfer costs a transfer fee. In other
words, if you make a $100 offering, only $97 comes to the church. In
2020, our total Vanguard fees were about $900.

A cost-free way of making these automatic donations can be done by
setting up an automatic transfer authorization with your bank.  Here
are the steps typically required to do this:

1. Find out the church's bank routing and account numbers by
contacting me at treasurer@StoughtonUMC10.org or (414) 313-3074.

2. Take these numbers to your bank and work with them to
complete their automatic transfer authorization.  This typically
takes less than 15 minutes.  You will need to set up the amount and
frequency of the transfers and the date the transfers will be made.
For example, “$200 on the 1st of each month.”

INVESTING IN OUR CHURCH'S 
FINANCIAL FUTURE

cont. on next page
If you can't dazzle people with brilliance, then baffle them with blarney!
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TAX-FREE TRANSFERS
FROM TRADITIONAL IRAs 

cont. on next page

3. Let me know if you want some portion of the monthly offering to
be regularly used for a specific purpose. For example, “Apply $25 each
month to the food pantry and $50 each month to the capital
campaign fund.”

I am happy to work with you to set up the automatic payments and
to answer any questions you might have.  You may contact me
through the church office at: 

(608) 873-3273, 
or by email at:

treasurer@StoughtonUMC10.org.

Under current tax laws, it is possible for people older than 70½ to
make non-taxable transfers from their retirement accounts to the
Stoughton United Methodist Church. In general, this requires a
direct transfer of funds from the IRA to the Church as a Qualified
Charitable Distribution applied toward your Required Minimum
Distribution.

Note: the transfer will not be non-taxable if the money is
withdrawn first and then donated to the church.

It is important to consult with your IRA administrator, financial
advisor and/or professional tax advisor prior taking any action to
make sure that you comply with all IRS requirements for making a
tax-free transfer.

Creativity is on the other side of clutter.  "Spring" into action and declutter! 

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
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When you are ready to make the transfer, please provide the
following information to your IRA administrator:

1. Payee: Stoughton United Methodist Church

2. Address: 
Stoughton United Methodist Church
525 Lincoln Avenue
Stoughton, WI 53589

3. Federal Tax ID number: 39-1213309
 

OPTIONAL:  PERSONAL LETTER OF INTENT
 
 

If you desire that the transferred funds be used for specific
purposes, you are encouraged to write a personal letter to the
church’s finance team at the address above explaining your desires.

For example, you could request that all the funds be used where
they are most needed, or that some portion be used for the Capital
Campaign.
 

QUESTIONS?
 
 

If you or your financial advisor have any questions, please contact
the Treasurer through the church office at:

 (608) 873-3273 
or by email at:

treasurer@StoughtonUMC10.org.

Hindsight is the best insight to foresight!

http://stoughtonumc10.org/


Our prayer chain is always active all year round and will
continue to be active!  For distribution to those on the SUMC
Prayer Chain email list, please send them to the email below: 

prayer@stoughtonumc10.org 

We are thankful and blessed to have so many faithful “pray-
ers” at SUMC!

If you have a prayer request, please send it to the email
above for the Prayer Team to assist you.

We have a number of individuals who have
offered to deliver food, pharmacy items,
food pantry items, etc. Please call the
church office: (873-3273), or Pastor Cathy 
(231-342-3728-cell or 205-2214- home) for
information.  Please REACH OUT!  If you
cannot reach anyone, then call 211 - which is
a service of the United Way and they will be
able to connect you with resources.

ALSO CDC:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf

& UW HEALTH:
https://www.uwhealth.org/covid-19/covid-
19/53246
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PRAYERPRAYER
TEAMTEAM

NEED HELP?

“Lent comes providentially to awaken us, to shake us from our lethargy.” — Pope Francis

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
http://stoughtonumc10.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/2019-ncov-factsheet.pdf
https://www.uwhealth.org/covid-19/covid-19/53246
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For an appointment call: 
1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767) 

or visit: 
redcrossblood.org

 
Walk-ins also welcomed!

I really wish the 1st day of spring was ACTUALLY the last day of winter!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP, 10am; AVAILABLE ON:

YouTube: 

www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC

Website: www.stoughtonumc10.org/videos

Facebook: www.facebook.com/StoughtonUMC

Previous Services:  https://wsto.tv/schedule, 

Spectrum Channel 981

WOW SERVICE:

Wednesdays,  5pm on YouTube

www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC

BOOK STUDY:

9am

https://umcom.zoom.us/j/99105863048

      & 

6:30pm in entryway of SUMC

ALB:

4th Tuesday on ZOOM, 6:30 p.m.

BOUNCE BACK TEAM:

1st & 3rd Sundays, 11:00a.m. on ZOOM:

https://umcom.zoom.us/j/92675249898

OFFICE HOURS DURING COVID: 

MONDAYS/TUESDAYS, 9am - 1:00pm

FOOD PANTRY DURING COVID:

TUESDAYS, 9am - Noon;   4pm - 6pm

Monthly Calendar

Doing an Irish Jig at McDonalds is called the Shamrock Shake!

http://www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC
http://www.stoughtonumc10.org/videos
http://www.facebook.com/StoughtonUMC
https://wsto.tv/schedule
http://www.youtube.com/StoughtonUMC
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/99105863048
https://umcom.zoom.us/j/92675249898


I Wish …
 

 I wish for you a time to play,
     and time to dream your dreams,

     I wish for you time to gaze at stars,
and beautiful radiating sunshine streams…

 
 I wish you a warm and cozy home

     with loved ones to share your time,
     Loving family to share your life with…

  ...setting goals with new heights to climb…
 

 I wish you a secret hiding place
     where you can commune alone with God,

      A place to seek HIS wisdom and guidance,
   ...a place to ask direction for path you trod…

 
 I wish you a garden bouquet of friends,
      to share your thoughts and dreams…

 Folks to divide your grief and double your joy,
   ...a place where JESUS reigns supreme…

 
“But rather seek ye the Kingdom of God; and all

these things shall be added unto you.” Luke 12: 31
 Sandra K. Hein

(Cousin to Sara Leikness)

AN IRISH BLESSING
MAY YOUR TROUBLES BE LESS
AND YOUR BLESSINGS BE MORE
AND NOTHING BUT HAPPINESS
COME THROUGH YOUR DOOR.
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Goodbye cabin fever!    Hello spring fever!
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And wear your mask.

MASK REQUIRED
Effective on Monday, July 13,
2020 at 8:00 am, Public
Health Madison & Dane
County is issuing Emergency
Order #8, which requires that
everyone age 5 and older
wear a face covering or mask
when in any enclosed
building where other people,
except for members of the
person’s own household or
living unit, could be present.
This requirement applies to
all of Dane County. 

PUBLIC HEALTH MADISON 
& DANE COUNTY

Make sure you wear a mask
at all times while in our
SUMC building, to help
prevent the spread of 
COVID-19.

Thank you for your
cooperation.

Lent is a journey that moves us to the cross.



Persons who have a fever, 100 degrees
or higher, and/or other symptoms such
as cough, loss of taste/smell, etc. will not
be allowed to work at the church indoors
or outdoors.  Please check for the latest
on symptoms and other COVID care:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/faq.html
Wash hands for 20 seconds or more with
soap and dry with paper towel (or air dry
frequently.
Cough or sneeze into a tissue or elbow
as to limit the aerosol spread.
It's a must to clean, wipe down and
disinfect frequently touched surfaces
multiple times a day, such as computers,
work spaces, copy machine, kitchen
items, carts, table tops, pens, door
knobs, etc. 
Remain at least 6 feet from others at all
times.
Wear face coverings at all times when
indoors.  Masks outdoors are
recommended.
Single Use masks must be discarded
properly.  Fabric masks must be taken
home & laundered at home.
Weather permitting - all groups must
meet outside with COVID protocols in
place or virtually.  Pastor Cathy will
assist with arranging virtual meetings.
Office hours remain by appointment
only.
ALL PERSONS must sign in and out and
keep record of date/time/location of the
building used. Forms are available at the
front & back doors.
Worship will remain virtual at this time.  

PERSONAL HYGIENE POLICY 
& PROCEDURES

 

STOUGHTON UMC COVID RELATED
POLICIES FOR ALL INVOLVED WITH

THE LIFE OF SUMC-2020

stay stron
g,stay stron
g,

  
stay safe,stay safe,  
stay in,stay in,

  
just breath

e,
just breath

e,
  

praypray
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Lent is like a long 'retreat' during which we can turn back into ourselves and listen
to the voice of God.  Pope Benedict XVI

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html


DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES FOR
APRIL'S NEWSLETTER:

3/15/21.
Please send to:

newsletter@stoughtonumc10.org 

Pam is in the office from 
9:00 - 1:00, 

Mon. & Tues., 
if you need to enter the building 

& don't have a key/code.
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What do you call an Irish spider?   Paddy long legs.

http://stoughtonumc10.org/
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And, NO, you can't move
your clocks ahead to
May, unfortunatly.

Spring forward, fallback...could be anannual exerciseproogram!

Spring
Ahead for
Daylight
Savings

Time

Sunday,
March

14th

2:00 a.m.

 

LOSE AN
HOUR OF

SLEEP, BUT
AT LEAST

YOU WON'T
BE LATE

FOR
CHURCH!

MOVE YOUR
CLOCKS
AHEAD 

ONE HOUR!

Why did the leprechaun go outside?  To sit on the paddy-o!



May love and laughter light your days,
and warm your heart & home.

May good and faithful friends be yours
Wherever you may roam.

May peace and plenty bless your world
With joy that long endures.

May all life's passing seasons
bring the best to you and yours.
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This is the day the Lord has made; we will

rejoice and be glad in it.  Ps. 118:24

HAPPY 1ST DAY OF SRPING ON MAR. 20TH

YEAH!
 
 

FIRST 
 
 

   DAY OF SPRING!

March: an enchanting time to transform winter's dreams into spring's magic.
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OUR

FUN
NY

PAGE

If you find a four-
leaf clover, it means
you have entirely
TOO much time on

your hands!

Whenever I try

to call in sick

on St. Patrick's

Day, my boss

becomes "Mr.

O'Really"!

May the wind at

your back not be

the result of the

corned beef &

cabbage you had

for lunch!

You know times are
tough if you see aleprechaun at a"cash-for-gold"store!

How can you tell if a potato isnot from Ireland?When it's a French Fry!

or know time

changes but..

Spring ahead means..

An Irish baby's favorite song is Paddy Cake!



DID YOU KNOW?
March is the third month of the year and named after Mars in both the Julian and Gregorian
calendars. It is the second of seven months to have a length of 31 days.  The March spring
equinox on the 20 or 21 marks the astronomical beginning of spring in the Northern
Hemisphere and the beginning of autumn in the Southern Hemisphere, where September is the
seasonal equivalent of the Northern Hemisphere's March.

March begins on the same day of the week as November and ends on the same day of the week
as June every year. It begins on the same day of the week as February in common years only.  

The name of March comes from Martius, the first month of the earliest Roman calendar. It was
named after Mars, the Roman god of war, and an ancestor of the Roman people through his
sons Romulus and Remus.
March's birthstones are aquamarine and bloodstone. These stones symbolize courage. Its birth
flower is the daffodil. The zodiac signs for the month of March were Pisces (until March 19 and
Aries (March 20 onwards).
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3/15:  National Brutus Day; True Confessions
             Day; World Consumer Rights Day;
             World Contact Day; World Speech Day
3/16::  Lips Appreciation Day
3/17:   St. Patrick's Day; Evacuation Day (MA)
3/18:   Forgive Mom & Dad Day
3/20:   First Day of Spring; National Meatout
              Day; International Happiness Day;
              National Native HIV/AIDS Awareness
              Day; World Sparrow Day
3/21:   International Color Day; International
              Day of Forests; World Down
              Syndrome Day; World Poetry &
              Puppetry Day; International Day for
              the Elimination of Racial
              Discrimination Day
3/22:   World Water Day; As Young as You 
               Feel Day
3/23:   National Chips/Dip Day; World
              Meteorological Day
3/24:   Commonwealth Covenant Day; 
              World Tuberculosis Day
3/25:   Maryland Day
3/26:   Prince Kūhiō Day (HI); Make Up Your
              Own Holiday Day; Purple Day
3/27:   World Theater Day; Quirky Country
               Music Song Title Day
3/30:   National Doctor's Day
3/31:   César Chávez Day; National Clams on
              the Half-Shell Day; Thomas Mundy
              Peterson Day (NJ); Transfer Day USVI)

3/1:   National Peanut Butter Day; National Pig
              Day; International Self Awareness Day;
              World Defense Day
3/2:   National Banana Creme Pie Day; National
              Reading Day; TX Independence Day
3/3:   National Canadian Bacon Day; World Wildlife
              Day; What if Cats & Dogs Had Opposable
              Thumbs Day (made up day by Thomas
              Roy, comedian, actor) 
3/4:   National Grammar Day
3/5:   National Absinthe Day; National Cheez
              Doodle Day
3/7:   National Crown Roast of Pork Day
3/8:   National Peanut Cluster Day; National Potato
            Salad Day; International Women's Day;  
            International Women's Collaboration 
            Brew Day
3/9:   National Crabmeat Day; National Meatball
            Day; Panic Day (made up by Thomas Roy,
            comedian, actor)
3/10:  National Blueberry Popover Day; National
            Mario Day; National Women and Girls
            HIV/AIDS Awareness Day; Harriet 
            Tubman Day
311:  Johnny Appleseed Day; Oatmeal Nut 
             Waffles Day
3/12:  Girl Scout Birthday; National Baked 
             Scallops Day
3/13:  National Coconut Torte Day
3/14:  Pi Day; National MS Awareness 
             Week (14th-20th); Spring Ahead Time
             Change Day             

Happy:  

Daylight Savings, 

St Patrick's Day & 

1st Day of Spring!

Watch nature deal with adversity, always renewing itself, and we will learn.


